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contours of depth are shown on these maps in color. The volume completes 
the publication of the leading results of this survey, the most notable study re- 
lating to fresh-water lakes that has yet been made. 

Home Life in Ireland. By Robert Lynd. xx and 305 pp., 18 illustrations. 
Mills & Boon, Limited, London, tqoq. 8s. 

An intimate and sympathetic account of all classes of the Irish in their 
homes, written by a man who knows and loves his subject. He reflects in these 
pages, the image of the Irish and his book is full of entertainment and infor- 
mation. The illustrations are good. Among the twenty chapter headings are 
Farms and Farmers, Marriages and Matchmaking, Schools and Children, 
Priests and Parsons, The Irish Gentry, Politics and Gatherings, and Manners. 



AUSTRALASIA AND OCEANIA 

The Melanesians of British New Guinea. By C. G. Seligmann, M.D. 

With a chapter by F. R. Barton, C. M. G, and an appendix by E. L. Giblin. 

xxiv and 766 pp., 79 plates from photographs, 50 text figures, map and index. 

Cambridge University Press, England. G. P. Putnam's Sons, New York, 

1910. $7. 
One more volume, and a massive one, presents another instalment of the 
great contributions which the English are making to the knowledge of Torres 
Straits and the southern coast line of their domain in New Guinea, a region to 
which is now restricted, by official act, the name Papua, which formerly was 
loosely applied to the whole of the great island. The first detailed study in these 
regions was conducted in 1898 by the Cambridge Anthropological Expedition; 
its particular object was the islands in the straits, incidentally it included 
investigation into the country about the mouth of the Fly River. The Daniels 
expedition of 1904 was directed at the shore line of New Guinea from the head 
of the great gulf eastward to the southeast promontory. Dr. Seligmann served 
on each of these trips of exploration and in the present volume has included the 
results of his investigations at the earlier as well as the latter date. His method 
of research, certainly the form in which he presents the results of such research, 
seems to be a rigid compliance with some set schedule predetermined before the 
expeditions set out upon their essay to comprehend an unknown country. If it 
be really the case that a skeleton was provided to govern the distant exploration, 
it will account for much in the record of the result which seems mechanical, 
lacking in balance of interest, crowded with unimportant detail. Despite this 
limitation Dr. Seligmann has succeeded in making a book that is almost every- 
where valuable and which at times possesses a lively interest. His scheme pro- 
vides that for each spot upon which research is directed he shall secure infor- 
mation on a fixed order of themes. The result is tabular rather than narrative; 
but as it offers its information in a convenient form for the student who special- 
izes on any one of these themes, he may find it easy to follow his theme from 
point to point along the whole south coast. 

Dr. Seligmann follows closely in the footsteps of Haddon in identifying a 
dominant Melanesian element in the region under examination. At Cape Posses- 
sion on the east shore of the Gulf of Papua he finds the point at which the 
Papuan races lose the continuity of their occupation of the soil. Eastward from 
that point he gives both coasts of the British Possession, that being its official 
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style, to the Melanesians. These again he subdivides into two groups of con- 
siderable dissimilarity, the Western Papuo-Mela'nesians of the continental mass 
of the island, and their eastern congeners, the Massim, whose foothold on New 
Guinea is delimited by a line drawn from Orangerie Bay on the south coast to 
Cape Nelson on the north, but who reach their widest development on the out- 
lying islands and the Louisiade Archipelago. His argument is very carefully 
drawn on ethnographical grounds, but it should be remembered that it cannot 
be accepted as exclusive until the westward lying yet not infrequently included 
Papuans have been subjected to a much closer examination than has yet been 
directed upon them. The linguistic material introduces an element to which he 
seems to have given no consideration, one which may offer a new factor in his 
problem. All through the region in which he detects a Melanesian element 
which has sometimes overlain and at other times has expelled a prior Papuan 
population he has found confirmation in the identification of many words with 
words known to be in use in Melanesia proper. 

These would be good evidence of Melanesian origin if it were distinctly 
known that these words are Melanesian in the instances of their occurrence in 
Melanesia. On the contrary the words which he identifies as Melanesian are 
words which in my examination of the Melanesian tongues I have shown to be 
loan material from the Polynesians. In my "Polynesian Wanderings" I have 
used the Motu language in the region under his study as one of the points 
determining a migration stream of Polynesians flowing out of Indonesia at the 
southern portal in the Arafura Sea and thence making its eastward way through 
Torres Straits. It is a stream which may distinctly be traced eastward through 
the southern Solomons, the New Hebrides, thence through Fiji to a long-deferred 
reunion with the other stream of migration which swept north of New Guinea 
and entered Melanesia through St. George's Channel and followed a northern 
course onward to Samoa. The people may be Melanesian in southwest New 
Guinea, of course remarking that at present the term Melanesian means nothing 
at all except a geographical convenience. But the linguistic evidence which 
Dr. Seligmann has amassed does not point to any language now known in the 
scores of languages used within the area of Melanesia. It points very positively 
to the Polynesian migrants who swept along these coasts at a period which I 
have been able to establish somewhat definitely at the beginning of the Christian 
era. When I was plotting the course of the Polynesian migration along the 
Torres Straits waterway I had to rely most largely on the Motu speech, whose 
coefficient of comprehensibility I have determined at 85, that is 85 per cent, of 
the words which it has borrowed from the Polynesian exist with so little change 
that they are comprehensible to the Samoan of to-day. The material which 
Dr. Seligmann presents from other spots on that coast falls harmoniously into 
confirmation of my discovery of that migration track. W. C. 

GENERAL 

Geographie fur Handelsschulen und Realschulen. Von Dr. S. Ruge. 

Fiinfzehnte, umgearbeitete und verbesserte Auflage. 413 pp. Dr. Seele & 

Co., Leipzig, 1910. Mk. 4.10. 

This standard text-book by the late Dr. Ruge, is now revised by his son, 

Dr. W. Ruge, who associated with him Dr. E. Friedrich of the University of 

Leipzig, one of the leading authorities in Germany on commercial geography. 

The book is one of the best of the German school geographies. The allusion 



